



Charter Township of Raisin

Minutes of Planning Commission April 8, 2008

Submitted by Cheryl Benham, Secretary 

Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Chairperson, Dale Witt.

Members present:  Dale Witt, Steve McGee, Jimmy Colburn, David McCrate, and Cheryl Benham.

Bob Utter Absent – Excused.

Ron Weber Absent – Unexcused.

Agenda:
McCrate motioned to accept 4-8-08 agenda, seconded by McGee.  Motion carried.

Minutes:  
McCrate motioned to accept 3-25-08 meeting minutes as corrected, seconded by Benham.  Motion carried.  

Public Comments: None
Public Hearings: None

Communications: There is a bill being introduced regarding billboards where Townships can write ordnances and County’s can not supersede the Township’s ordinances.

MSU extension services has a group Lenawee rural land use committee that work with groups to create ordinances regarding farm land preservation.  They meet the 2nd Wednesday of the month.  We will get more information on the committee.

Meeting Business:

Unfinished Business:

1.  Land Use Plan

New Business: 

1.  Review of issues concerning Nature Conservancy public hearing on 3/11/2008.

Motion by Colburn that the definition for an agricultural labor camp for Raisin Charter Township will be the same as part 124 of Act 368 of the Public Acts of 1978, as amended, of Michigan’s Department of Agriculture, as restated below:

“a tract of land and all tents, vehicles, buildings, or other structures used as living quarters for five or more migratory laborers engaged in agricultural activities, including related food processing.”. seconded by McGee.  Motion carried – ALL.

Motion by McGee: I move to rescind the motion made by McCrate at a meeting held on March 11, 2008, during a public hearing for a conditional use request for the Nature Conservancy.  Said motion is “to negate the applicant’s conditional use application and fees and consider the request a permitted use under Section 4.20.6”, seconded McCrate.  Motion carried – ALL.

Motion by Benham: I move to approve the conditional use permit for the Nature Conservancy to have an agricultural labor camp seconded McGee.  ROLL CALL VOTE: McGee – No; Colburn – No; McCrate – No; Benham – No; Witt – No.  Motion denied 5-0

Discussion it was the consensus of the planning commission that the Nature Conservancy stated activities fall under permitted uses under Section 4.20.6 “public and private conservation areas and structures for the development, protection and conservation of open space, water, soil, forest and wildlife resources.”

Planning Commission to Board:

Agenda Set For: April 22, 2008.

At 8:45 p.m. motion to adjourn was made by Colburn, seconded by Benham.  Motion carried.
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